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Cochn Unversty Legal Ad Clnc presents the street play 'Bodhavum Bhodhyavum' wth a
sense of legalty to tear down the black face of the power supremacy of the era of explotaton of
the workng class.
 Through powerful scenes, we explore the crtcal frameworks that should protect these workers
by statng the ILO conventons, human rghts gudelnes, and natonal legslaton lke the Indan
Immgraton Act, Passport Act, Indan consttuton and the landmark 2013 Prohbton of
Employment as Manual Scavengers Act, Sexual Harassment of Women at Work (Preventon,
Prohbton and Redressal) Act, 2013
The narratve weaves together stores of dfferent workers fghtng for basc rghts - equal pay
for equal work, workplace safety measures, and human dgnty. 

To watch varous scenes of the street play -
https://drve.google.com/drve/folders/141jCfRpBE2LrDPL5hEANHHq2tTu0Fk8k?
usp=drve_lnk 

T H E M E S  O F  T H E  S T R E E T  P L A Y  



We want just�ce…we want just�ce 

 (Everyone claps aga�n) 

 Can I tell a story? Alas, the story cannot be told, nat�ves. C�rcumstances have dr�ven

f�shermen to the ground. Thousands flocked to the V�zh�njam port gate. 

 (Stands round) 

 It’s a brazen worsh�p of deserv�ng r�ghts. 

 Scene 1 

 Workers: Let’s f�ght together w�th the nat�ves.. Together we are If we f�ght, �f we str�ve,

we w�ll w�n. 

 Chorus - We must earn our r�ghts. 

 (Together they say- we must ach�eve �t…. Ach�eve �t) 

 The pol�ce and the m�n�ster come there. 

 M�n�ster : Our Kerala �s develop�ng through the V�zh�njam project. The �ncome �s for

our �nd�a, why should we stop �t… Only fore�gners should str�ke w�thout th�nk�ng.

 Workers -(Laughter, angry) (one among the group)Hello m�n�ster, our ch�ldren got

wh�te sk�n not because of med�cal treatment abroad. As a result of play�ng and

bath�ng �n th�s sea. Are we fore�gners……we are poor threesomes… 

 

 (People crash and cl�mb) 

 

 

W A V E S  O F  R E S İ S T A N C E :  T H E  F İ S H E R M E N ' S  F İ G H T  F O R  J U S T İ C E



 

 Pol�ce – calm down…..calm down…. 

 

 F�shermen - (jok�ngly to the pol�ce)

 S�ngs a tam�l song 

 

Scene 2

 F�shermen are mak�ng demands to the Government.

 F�shermen – Ma�nly due to chang�ng cl�mate we have unemployment among us wh�ch

should be compensated by m�n�mum wages Accord�ng to Sect�on 3 of M�n�mum Wages

Act 1968 or after real�z�ng the problem of the people, the law should be made for �t… 

 

 Government – we w�l f�x �t …..f�x �t…. 

 

 Later, the workers ra�sed s�x other demands.

 6 posters are to be d�splayed

 Poster 1- A permanent solut�on to coastal eros�on caused by port construct�on. 

Poster 2 - Those who have lost the�r homes and are l�v�ng �n camps, cement godowns,

etc., should �mmed�ately pay the full rent and resettle them. 

 

 Poster 3 - Compensat�on for those who lost the�r homes and land 

 

 Poster 4 – Conduct expert study 

 

 Poster 5 – Government to �ntervene to w�thdraw arb�trary kerosene pr�ce h�ke 

 

 Poster 6 - Prov�de kerosene and other rat�ons 

 

 All un�ted…..We want just�ce… We want just�ce



 

Scene 1 

 

(A Gulf Country Background)

(Two workmen are t�red and talk�ng to each other, one from Ind�a, the other from

another country)

(Ind�an man takes h�s wallet out of h�s pocket and looks at h�s fam�ly p�cture and gets

worr�ed)

 

Ind�an: It's been a long t�me s�nce I left home, �t w�ll be 3 years tomorrow I have seen

my w�fe and ch�ldren.

 

Chorus: Song

 

Ind�an: (says �n broken Engl�sh for the other person to understand) me … go .. home .. 3

year .. tomorrow 

 

Other: me… too… me… 2 years

 

Ind�an: My contract exp�red 6 months ago… (looks at the other person and says)

contract over 6 months

 

Other: then .. why…. No ..go

 

Ind�an: (show�ng pocket) no passport

(Look�ng at the aud�ence) How �s �t so, �sn't �t held by those Arabs, tra�tors

 

(Then an Arab comes �n, says someth�ng �n Arab�c and scolds h�m)

 

Ind�an:- Oh... Oh... Oh... Oh...

(shows some Gestures and asks what the other person sa�d)

Ind�an:-Who knows

(He qu�ckly p�cks up the axe and cont�nues work�ng)

(The Ind�an calls out from beh�nd wh�le the Arab mumbles someth�ng)

 

 

 

B O U N D  B Y  D E B T :  T H E  S İ L E N T  S T R U G G L E  O F  M İ G R A N T  W O R K E R S



Ind�an :- s�r.... My passport?

 

Arab�c : Aga�n passport? Oh man! Your passport �s w�th us! For company safety

Ind�an: S�r s�r please s�r, my contract over, already s�x month, I go home s�r, please s�r.

(shak�ng hands)

Arab�c :-A�sh! Stop �t! You do one th�ng, pay recru�tment fees, v�sa fees, then you are free, s�mple

(say�ng the Arab�c goes)

Ind�an: (say�ng sadly) They are mak�ng us work l�ke dogs after �ncurr�ng unpayable debts l�ke th�s.

I need an end to th�s.

Scenar�o 2 

 

(Labor Off�ce Background)

(Wr�tes and shows a poster) (Here the labor off�cer and an NGO worker are talk�ng about th�s. (He

stands l�sten�ng to �t).

 

Labor Off�cer: Yes, today some people do not compla�n because they are afra�d of los�ng the�r

jobs.

NGO workers: Yes, w�thhold�ng passports and other essent�al documents �s pun�shable.

 

Labor Off�cer: If you feel that your r�ghts have been den�ed, contact your embass�es and f�le a

compla�nt 

 

(So   they three talk more to resolve)

NGO workers: Many organ�zat�ons l�ke ILO, HRO are there to help you.

 

Several legal prov�s�ons l�ke the Ind�an Imm�grat�on Act and the Passport Act have come to your 

a�d.

 

Ind�an : Yes we are not alone! A number of m�grants l�ke me are work�ng, and everyone �s s�lent

because of the fear of los�ng the�r job. We are nobody's slaves. We are workers who have left

home and work for fam�ly.

Chorus: Yes, dear workers, we have our government, we have our country, and you are not alone!

 

Chorus: You are not alone



Scene 1

(Speech and atmosphere suggest�ve of a posh fam�ly)

Boss: L�sten to that elephant and then take the car and put �t there for me to go out.

Ch�ld 1: She put my r�ng �n the dra�nage

Ch�ld 2: I'm not dad

Boss: Oh my God, what �s the pr�ce of gold now, do these guys even know th�s? Hey

guys don't worry I w�ll call someone. 

(The boss calls so many people and no one �s w�ll�ng to come. Then the boss

remembers a worker from the manhole job and tells h�m to come str�ctly as he �s only

pa�d a meagre wages.)

The worker's daughter also comes w�th h�m. The worker and the ch�ld who came to

work are treated w�th hatred.

The worker d�scovers the r�ng. 

Worker: Got the r�ng

Boss: Janu, take th�s r�ng and wash �t and br�ng �t to the other s�de

Boss calls the worker and pays h�m very low wages.

Worker: That's �t?

Boss: What more would you pay to p�ck up a r�ng from a d�tch?

Worker: What a m�stake th�s �s. When I go to work at the next place, I w�ll not be pa�d

for be�ng late.

Each says to the aud�ence.

Don't you see, they are do�ng th�s work w�thout any secur�ty and they are not gett�ng

the wages they deserve

For th�s we have a law Safa� Karmachar� Act 2013, �t �s our respons�b�l�ty to ensure

m�n�mum wage and �nsurance for da�ly wage earners l�ke th�s.

Modern technolog�es should be used for the�r safety Band�coot, a robot brought by

Guruvayoor, should be used everywhere

All together: The�r safety �s our respons�b�l�ty.

H İ D D E N  S T R U G G L E S :  R İ N G S  A N D  R İ G H T S



Scene 1- workplace 

 A female character stands up and comes forward and talks to another g�rl work�ng

w�th her.

 

 G�rl 1: My stomach hurts…….(say�ng she cr�es loudly)

 G�rl 2: Why d�d you come today as you got your per�ods? 

 

 G�rl 1: The boss says that �f you take leave, your salary w�ll be cut!!

 

 

 G�rl 1: I want water (angry) (from th�s s�de of the cha�r where G�rl 2 �s s�tt�ng) 

 

 G�rl 1: If I d�dn't have a fr�end l�ke you, who would have helped me �n th�s work? 

 

 G�rl 1: I'm hungry (angry) (G�rl 2 g�ves a chocolate) 

 

 G�rl 2: Eat Sn�ckers, because you're not you when you're on your per�od! 

 

 G�rl 1: thanks dear!(hugs her very lov�ngly)

Scene 2

 G�rl 1 goes to the boss's room. 

 

 Boss: You have to reach th�s target by th�s even�ng. (g�ves her a f�le labeled TARGET) 

 

 G�rl 1: I need leave s�r. I am on my Per�ods and have terr�ble stomach ache. ……(say�ng

she cr�es loudly.) 

 

 Boss: (Laughs) If �t starts l�ke th�s, the company w�ll be shut down (he jokes) 

 

 Boss: (to the aud�ence) D�dn't you hear that she needs leave for per�ods? 

 

 

E M P O W E R E D  V O İ C E S :  B R E A K İ N G  T H E  S İ L E N C E  O N  M E N S T R U A T İ O N



 

 Chorus: “Sh�va Sh�va, leave for per�ods!!! Kal�kalam 

 

 G�rl 1 : So what, g�rls don't have r�ghts? How w�ll she do her job �f her body �s ru�n�ng

her mental state? 

 

 True, per�ods do not affect all women equally, but some women exper�ence severe

pa�n and d�scomfort. It w�ll affect work. Therefore, monthly leave should be

cons�dered as a r�ght. Th�s �s the law �n many countr�es of the world. It w�ll help

women's health and product�v�ty. 

 

 Boss : (Suddenly comes ) Good, good, but what �f �t �s m�sused? "What about?" (S�ngs) 

 

 Chorus: [ s�ngs a Tam�l advert�sement song tune] 

 

 G�rl 1/2: Let's make a pol�cy. Doctor's cert�f�cate may be mandatory. And �t �s also the

soc�al respons�b�l�ty of the company. 

 

 G�rl 1/2: Ensur�ng the health and well-be�ng of employees w�ll also help the company

grow.

 Boss: So, our company w�ll be an example for others! (Pleasantly)

 Chorus- Ah!!! (Back to rhythm)



Scene 1

Rhythm �s sung and everyone s�ts �n a c�rcle

 

(A mother and son com�ng to watch TV �n the�r house)

Son: Where �s the remote? I got that!

(CLICKING THE REMOTE)

(A square frame �s shown l�ke a TV �n front of them)

(Newsreader from the other s�de of the Frame)

NEWSREADER: Welcome to 'Cameraman' news. F�rstly, News H�ghl�ghts

(Make a tune after say�ng the ma�n news. Drum roll)

(Let 2 people pass here and there at the t�me of that knock, and �n order to show that

ed�t�ng, the newsreader f�xes h�s ha�r, and reads the news w�th the sense that he has

suddenly come back l�ve telecast�ng �n shock.)

NEWSREADER: The J.SHYAMA COMMISSION REPORT has come up w�th a shock�ng

revelat�on of the open secrets �n the f�lm world. J SHYAMA h�ghl�ghts the act�ons of

"celebr�t�es" (show �nverted comma w�th hands) �n the f�lm �ndustry. In the comm�ttee

meet�ng, the stars dec�ded to d�ssolve the assoc�at�on "AMMOMMA".

Son: Ughh! Change the channel!! 

(He takes the remote from h�s mother's hand and changes the channel)

(When the channel �s changed, two others are beh�nd the frame�nte - a mov�e �s

telecasted on TV r�ght now.Two actors are �n a conversat�on �n the mov�e.)

ACTOR-1: Mohan! (Put your hand on your shoulder - best actor mov�e reference) If you

thought you wanted to be an actor. ....

Son: "You may have to undress yourself?”

(The 2 actors �ns�de the TV frame look at the�r "son" �n shock)

 

L İ G H T S ,  C A M E R A ,  I N J U S T İ C E



Scene 2 

 Courtroom

(A judge-w�g �s placed on the judge’s head, two clerks each s�de , �n front of them we

have prosecutor and defence advocates)

JUDGE : S�lence S�lence! Prosecutor, W�ll there be any act�on �n the near future? 

PP: Invest�gat�on �s go�ng on, your honour. We need some more t�me.

DEFENCE: Object�on your honour! T�me �s runn�ng out. If �t's even more late, the

v�ct�ms are l�kely to be attacked. I humbly request that a dec�s�on be taken as soon as

poss�ble. 

JUDGE :(he g�ves the clerk a note after scr�bbl�ng ) 

CLERK: case has postponed to next month!

Scene 3

(Reporters and cameraman - must have a m�ke and camera)

(Then the m�n�ster walks �n.)

REPORTER: S�r, s�r! What do you have to say about the Shyama Comm�ss�on report? 

M�n�ster: Where d�d I come from now? 

REPORTER: Hotel, �sn't �t, s�r? 

M�n�ster: Then ask me about �t. 

(The m�n�ster push�ng away the cameraman and reporter)

(Another actor aka m�n�ster �s also walk�ng �n)

REPORTER: S�r, what do you have to say about the allegat�on aga�nst you s�r? W�ll �t

affect your art as an actor as well?

M�n�ster: You need some d�gn�ty! D�gn�ty!

A combat face 

Protesters: We haven't lost! We haven't lost! The h�story of los�ng have never been

heard!

(A reporter and cameraman cover�ng �t l�ve)

Protesters: One by one comes forward and says

Strong and fa�r laws should be brought as soon as poss�ble to regulate the f�lm

�ndustry and protect �ts workers.

Ensure safety of women and men at shoot�ng locat�ons.

Ensure equal pay.

Str�ctly enforce laws aga�nst sexual harassment �n the workplace.

An �mpart�al mechan�sm should be �ntroduced to �nvest�gate allegat�ons.

REPORTER: Cameraman Venu s�gn�ng off w�th reporter renuka

(News back to rhythm)

 



Scene 1

(Mother) W�fe: Why are you so tense? 

 

Father: I d�dn't get my pens�on th�s month too..How w�ll we pay the b�lls th�s month? I

have no �dea…

 

Daughter (S�ster): It’s t�me to pay my fee as well.. and what about my �Phone.… 

 

Mother: Ha! An �phone �s �t? I have no �dea how we w�ll manage the household

expenses th�s month.

 

Son: Mom…Dad I got a job now I can help w�th the household b�lls …

 

Song �n the background

 

 Scene 2- Company 

 

Manager: What's the name? Oh yes! The appo�ntment. Th�s �s the company contract.

Read �t and s�gn �t. If you v�olate th�s contract, you w�ll be f�ned up to 10 lakhs. 

 

Son s�gns the contract. 

 

Mother: Son, are you st�ll work�ng? Do you want someth�ng? (Group ) 

Well then, I am not bother�ng you, cont�nue w�th your work. 

 

He cont�nues work�ng and remembers all of h�s respons�b�l�t�es �n the meant�me.

 

One �n the group: You haven't atta�ned the target yet?

 

Bank loan: EMI �s not pa�d yet.

 

Unable to sleep, he takes p�lls and then sleeps for a wh�le. 

 

(Everyone wh�spers d�sturb�ng th�ngs �nto h�s ear from beh�nd, �n h�s sleep) 

 

Father: Son..we need money to pay the b�lls 

EMI: Haven't you pa�d the loan yet 

S�ster: What about the loan? 

 

S İ G N E D ,  S E A L E D ,  A N D  S İ L E N C E D :  T H E  C O S T  O F  C O N T R A C T S



Everyone keeps taunt�ng h�m w�th h�s respons�b�l�t�es. He wakes up startled and

scream�ng. Everyone suffocates h�m lead�ng to h�m hav�ng an unbearable pan�c attack.

He d�es due to the pan�c attack. Everyone surrounds h�m. 

 

Scene 4- Mother comes see�ng all th�s (cry�ng) 

 

Mother: My dear…we all k�lled h�m.. th�s contract k�lled h�m 

 

I w�ll f�ght for us 

 

One amongst the group: Th�s contract �s �llegal..explo�tat�on �n the name of “target”

should be stopped. 

 



Scene 1

[hosp�tal]

As several people l�e �n the ward, two doctors are shown on duty. They are both

dep�cted as look�ng after the s�ck.

 

Duty Doctor 1: Frankly speak�ng th�s �s one of the bus�est and also oldest hosp�tal �n

the state. But here we don't even have the bas�c th�ngs we need. There �s no rest room

or a good to�let here.

 

Duty Doctor 2 : Thats true!

 

Duty Doctor 1: Ha!....... Wasn't �t busy all th�s t�me..... And you also have fever , you

should go and lay down for a wh�le. Now the pat�ents here are almost asleep. Now I

can manage them.

Duty Doctor 2: But where to sleep! Is there a rest room here?

Duty Doctor 1: You do someth�ng. Go to that sem�nar hall and get rest. I w�ll call you,

you w�ll come and I w�ll go. 

Duty Doctor 2: That's r�ght. Then I w�ll go and l�e down.

Duty Doctor 2 goes to the sem�nar hall. 

Scene 2 : Sem�nar Hall 

The doctor rests there. Later that doctor �s tortured by someone there. 

From there, make use of �nstruments and create other horr�ble sounds and screams.

Naranathu bhranthan comes.

Naranathu bhranthan: D�d you not call me mad when � rolled boulders up a mounta�n

and pushed them down? So tell me now, am I crazy?

Naranathu bhranthan: Pen�ne ar�yatha branth.. hahaa..... Ith kama branth !

Sthree ammayan, makalan, sahodar�yan, chakkayan, mangayan, en�tto �nnathe kalathe

chollu… haaa haaa …..

"Na sree swathanthrath�nte argat�"

 

C H O E S  O F  T H E  U N H E A R D :  A  C A L L  F O R  J U S T İ C E  İ N  T H E  S H A D O W S



Naranathu branthan: True, she �s st�ll not free from the shackles of male supremacy.

Ch�ld 2: Const�tut�on prov�des equal just�ce and secur�ty for women.

Ch�ld 1: So what's the po�nt

Ch�ld 2: The Sexual Harassment of Women at Work (Prevent�on, Proh�b�t�on and

Redressal) Act, 2013) �s �n place to ensure safety and prevent v�olence aga�nst women

at workplaces.

Ch�ld 1: And then the v�olence

All together : Yes v�olence v�olence.

Yes v�olence….

Yesterday �n Kottarakkara, today �n Kolkata and �n Delh�

Tomorrow �t w�ll be me and you...

( Song)

 

To f�ght for r�ghts,

 To ra�se vo�ce for needs,

To surv�ve aga�nst the cap�tal�st system,

 Let there be work�ng commun�t�es w�th legal awareness.

 Loud vo�ces w�ll cont�nue to be heard �n these streets unt�l every owner �s conv�nced

that the workers are not slaves, and every worker �s �nst�lled w�th the sense to speak

out aga�nst the�r explo�tat�on.

 



Naranath Bhranthan, or "Naranathu the Madman," �s a legendary f�gure from Kerala's

folklore. Known for h�s eccentr�c behav�or, he �s often dep�cted as a ph�losopher who

def�ed soc�etal norms and embraced a l�fe of apparent madness to teach deeper

truths. One of the most famous stor�es about h�m �nvolves h�s da�ly r�tual of push�ng a

heavy boulder up a h�ll, only to let �t roll back down, symbol�z�ng the fut�l�ty of worldly

pursu�ts. Though he was seen as mad by many, h�s act�ons and words were laced w�th

profound w�sdom, quest�on�ng the establ�shed bel�efs of soc�ety. Naranath Bhranthan

represents the �dea that true enl�ghtenment may be h�dden beneath what appears to

be madness.

 

C O N T E X T U A L  E X P L A N A T İ O N


